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6 August 1964 


MEMORANDUM t 


'OR; I / 


Mr. Bromley Smith / 




Per your request* this is for 
your historlcfiil files • 

y^alter Elder 
Executive Assistant 
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4 August 1964 


?4EMORANDUV* FOR THE ISRECTOtt 


SUBJECT: PtotoWa North VlotMineo. ..a Chtao.o 

Reaction, to Certain US Re|B-l»l. Agaln.t North netna... 


1. The propo.e<l US reprlMl. would evoke sharp i«c v military 
reactton., a. w. ..tlmate below, but w. do n<rt consider that such 
enemy action, would r.pr..«it a dsllborate d«:l.lon to provoke or 
accept a major escalation of the yietnam war. llie attack, on tne 
IJ. S.S. Maddest wore almost certainly prompted primarily by 
consideratloo. <d delense and honor, growing out ot what i» V authorltl.. 
evidently believed was a US or OS-sponsored attack against North 
Vietnamese territory. Also present, however, are probably these 
nmtlves: (a) to signal to the US that the DRV U prepared to natch US 
determination and 1. not about lo accede to earlier US entreaties to 
reduce the war effort against South Vietnam; «id (b) to show the OS 
that any raising o£ the ante on it. side -lU Involve the OS In major 
hostiUties In the area. 


2. Eaeroy Reactioae . 

a. 3vlilitarv Reactions . We beUeve that probable reactions 
within this frame Incinde: 

(1) Introduction combat aircraft {MIG 17’s »od IE 2d»s 
into North Vietnam, with Vietnamese pilots or possioly Chinese 

palots as "volunteers. " 
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{Z) Uncoaacealed ( po#»lbly announced) deployment 
and maneuvering of Ctiineee Communist ground and air 
force# in China*# #outhem border region#. 

{3) A further atep-t;^ of VC action in 3outh Vietnam 
accozspanied by a terror campaign againet American peraonnel. 

(4) Communist aircraft will poaaibly attack the 
U3 deetroyera and may also bomb Saigon. 

( 5 ) We believe It unlikely that the Communists would 
tnarch acrosa the 17th parallel or introduce major ChiMse 

round force e into Ixulochina at this etate. 

b. Political 

The main thrust td the Commaniet response wUl 
probably be in the fields od propaganda, political action and 
diplomatic maneuvering. 

3. Hanoi — and Peiping -•* will probably endeavor to be as 
menacing as possible and make it appear that the whole Indochina area 
is rapidly approaching the brink of all out war. The principal object 
of such maneuvering, however, will be the political one of raising the 
International temperature and helghtenii^ world pressure for a conference. 
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cc forwarded to Mr, Bromley Smith 
per Elder - 8/6/64 
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